Mark 6 Bat Blaster Operations

Fit rope LOOSELY to pole then push Blaster on top of pole.  Connect power – internal buzzer will sound.  Hold rope tightly along centre line of boat and rotate cylinder to locate rapid on/off buzzer tone.  Slightly rotate cylinder to fine constant tone at centre of rapid on/off tone.  Tighten thumbscrews to secure 

Notes

1. The rotary switches for Speed (on left of top panel when facing the skier) and rope (on right of top panel) run from 31 KPH to 58 KPH and 18.25m to 9.25m respectively.  When a switch is moved to its final position (58 or 9.25) it gives a double beep instead of a single one – this is a feature to help blind users set these switches,the switches can be rotated past the maximum position back to the minimum position.

2. The red Arm switch is on the top panel, the yellow Manual switch is on the right hand side panel and the blue and green Nudge switches are to the left and right of the horn.  To nudge the centre point one degree to the right (as per instructions above) use the nudge switch on the right and vice versa. 

3. To select a boat speed of 28 kph (required in the rules but almost never used!) set the speed to 31 kph and the rope to 9.25m.  With this setting (and in fact with any rope length other than 18.25 when the speed is 31( the unit will sound its internal buzzer on/off repeatedly as a warning.  With speed 31 and rope 9.25 the unit will actually set the time period for a speed of 28 and the angle for a rope of 18.25m.

4. Make sure there is good tension on the rope during all phases of the centring/checking procedure described above. 

5. When checking the centre point after fitting to the pylon as described above, an difference  of +/- 2.5 cm (1 inch) is acceptable for the symmetry of the rope crossing points on either side of the boat.

6. The tracking arm of the Blaster fits on to the rope by entirely removing the spring loaded clevis from the arm, pushing the rope into the slot then replacing the clevis. For skiers running into shortenings you will realistically need a special rope to avoid having to remove the blaster then re-centre it when shortening.  The special rope is made as follows:

· take a short section (approx 30 cm or 1 foot) out of the handle end of the rope. (the rope of the slalom switch can use)

Therefore, you can use the slalomrope with shortenings.

· make an identical length section to fit on the pylon through the blaster arm, terminating in a karabiner (the sort of metal D-ring used by climbers for attaching to ropes.

· now put the loop for the desired shortening of the main rope into the karabiner.

· each time you shorten, (as well as changing the rope length on the Blaster rotary switch) put the next shortening loop into the karabiner. 

· this is the same approach as is used for the Perfect Pass pylon mounted slalom switch (if you have a rope designed for use with that slalom switch you will need a 0.5m section with a karabiner to go through the Blaster arm (I, however, recommend using 0.3m as this ensures there is no way the karabiner can fly back injuring the boat crew. 

